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A review of the research on the history of modern Chinese railways over the
past fifteen years: 2010—2024

XU Zigin, DUAN Hailong’
Institute for the History of Science and Technology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010022, China

Abstract: A review of research findings on the history of modern Chinese railways from 2010 to 2024 reveals

that railway history has become one of the crucial entry points for understanding China’s modernization process.

In terms of methodology, the field has undergone a transformation from simple archival accumulation to theo-

retical construction, and from a single-disciplinary focus to a multidisciplinary approach—particularly reflected

in the domains of the history of technology, social history, transportation history, and urban history. Current re-

search outcomes are abundant and continue to grow steadily. However, certain issues remain, such as thematic

homogeneity and insufficient utilization of historical sources. Future studies on the history of modern Chinese rail-

ways should further strengthen the excavation of primary materials, expand interdisciplinary research pathways,

and promote the transition of railway historiography from “archival compilation” to “historical reconstruction. ”
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